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BY  KAREN DUMS 
For the Review

Deb Hyde, director of the 
Park Falls Public Library, 
was chosen to serve as pa-
rade marshal for the 71st 
annual Flambeau Rama 
Parade to be held at noon 
Sunday, Aug. 4 in downtown 
Park Falls.

Hyde had multiple nomi-
nations for parade marshal 
and said she is “honored” by 
the recognition. She said the 
library intended to have a 
float in the parade this year 
pertaining to the children 
services summer reading 
“adventures” program, but 
if that happens, she will not 
be aboard, as she’ll be lead-
ing the parade as marshal.

Hyde was born and raised 
in Duluth, Minnesota. She 
received her Bachelor’s De-
gree in elementary educa-
tion with a minor in library 
science from the College of 
St. Scholastica-Rochester 
campus. She taught school 
in Washburn for four years 
and worked briefly as a 
teacher’s aide on nearby 
Madeline Island.

Hyde said her favorite 
place is “where I am now,” 
which is in Park Falls with 
her rescue animals, two 
cats, Jade and Toby, and a 
dog, Charlie. 

Hyde enjoys small towns, 
and was drawn to Park Falls 
after accepting the adult ser-
vices librarian job in 1986. 
The library became her “fa-
vorite place,” but she still 
longed for teaching. So she 
worked as a librarian and 
as a part time elementary 
school music teacher at the 
former St. Anthony Catholic 
School in Park Falls. Hyde 
added that she “loved that 
time” in her life.

“I never thought I’d be 
a librarian,” Hyde added. 
“I thought I’d always be a 
teacher. But working in a 

public library gave me the 
opportunity to meet Park 
Falls’ community members 
in addition to the parents of 
my students.”

Local libraries should be 
friendly, welcoming, and 
good places for all to gather, 
she said. That has been the 
underlying goal all along.

During her early years she 
described a “huge under-
taking” that was the library 
renovation under former 
library director Gary Olson. 
By the late 1980s the city 
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BY  KORTNEY VEITENGRUBER 
Executive Director, Park Falls Chamber of Commerce

Each year, the Park Falls Chamber of 
Commerce, volunteers, and sponsors 
strive to host an event even better than 
the last. We want to showcase what 
makes Park Falls a great place to live, 
work, and play. 

This year, we welcome bands fea-
turing Park Falls natives, the return of 
the Micronesian Dancers and carnival 
from K&M Rides & Amusements out of 
Phillips. A new ride, the Wisdom Tor-
nado, will be added to the carnival line-
up. Each day there is something for the 
whole family to enjoy. 

The fan-favorites are returning too: 

the frog jump contest, rod casting con-
test, chalk drawing contest, sawdust 
dig, and kiddie car races! Our goal is to 
offer a variety of activities that appeal 
to different tastes. The softball tourna-
ment, Evergreen 5K, classic car show, 
arts and crafts fair, and cornhole tour-
nament all bring different groups to 
our area for the weekend. 

It takes a village to make a large-scale 
event like this happen and we are for-
tunate enough to have many local or-
ganizations and businesses dedicate 
their time to make it happen. What 
some people might not know about 
Flambeau-Rama is that the bartend-
ers are all volunteers accepting tips as 
donations for their organization. Each 

shift will display a sign showing which 
organization is working. We even have 
a few businesses that allow their staff 
to volunteer and donate their tips to lo-
cal organizations. It’s a great example 
of how our community comes together 
to support each other. 

In addition to the regularly scheduled 
three-day event, the Park Falls Cham-
ber is co-hosting Wednesday Night 
Live with the Park Falls Lions and Civic 
Media under the big tent on Wednes-
day, July 31. The Park Falls Lions do a 
wonderful job planning and running 
Wednesday Night Live each week in 
the summer; we are excited to partner 
with them and bring more Northwoods 
talent to the main stage. Kortney Veitengruber
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Bridging cultures
Micronesian Dancers 
to perform
BY  TOM LAVENTURE 
tlaventure@pricecountyreview.com

PARK FALLS — For the second 
straight year the Micronesian com-
munity of Park Falls will bring a 
dance group to perform in the main 
tent at Flambeau-Rama from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Saturday Aug. 3. The per-
formance includes several dances of 
a diverse Micronesia that is reflected 
in the Park Falls community as well.

The Micronesian community is 
present in all areas of the Park Falls 
community, from the school band 
and sports, to the volunteer fire de-
partment, manufacturing and small 
businesses. Preserving their culture 
and celebrating it with the wider 
community is not new but it hasn’t 
been the priority.

“At first, we started just for the 
Flambeau-Rama,” said Penelope 
Barnabas, dance program coordina-
tor with her sister Penselen Miguel. 
Barnabas has been here 23 years and 
organized a dance group of four for 
the 2014 Flambeau-Rama. The com-
munity was much smaller then and 
the group didn’t continue. Now there 
are many new families and kids and 
an opportunity to create a real dance 
program.

“We are a multicultural commu-
nity because Micronesia consists 
of so many islands,” Barnabas said. 
“But each of the islands have their 
own language, and have their own 
culture. And so all of us here, we are 
kind of mixed with our culture. So I 
thought about it and then told them 

that we need to start teaching them 
our culture too, our own dances, so 
that they can learn and so that they 
can understand that this is our cul-
ture, where we’re from.”

Barnabas and her two adult daugh-
ters, Marsela and Manuela, teach the 
Pohnpeian dance. Two other direc-
tors teach Mortlockese dance and 
dances of the outer islands. 

“It’s kind of a short time and so 
we did this a fast way for the kids to 
learn,” Barnabas said. “With cultural 
dances it takes time for the kids to re-
ally learn it and really dance.”

Barnabas learned dance as a 
youth and continued with tradition-
al dance all the way through college. 
While she settled in America, her 
daughters were still in school and 
stayed with her parents where they 
also learned dance and enjoyed per-
forming. 

“When they came here we all 
wanted to show that there were Mi-
cronesians in town, a different cul-
ture here, and just wanted us to be 
known out there,” Barnabas said. 

In Micronesia  the dancers per-
form at ceremonies or special oc-
casions. The dancing is finding its 
place here in Park Falls and Flam-
beau-Rama was a natural fit. 

“We just decided that we’ll do it for 
this occasion that comes once a year, 
but in the future we want the kids to 
be able to show the dances all wher-
ever they can participate in other oc-
casions,” Barnabas said.

SEE DANCERS, 15A
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offices, including the fire 
department, had moved 
out of the library which 
allowed for an expansion 
into the former city space. 
In addition, there were 
energy-efficient windows, 
a new entry was built and 
an elevator installed to 
make the building com-
pliant with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act that 
went into effect in 1990. 

Hyde noted that this 
was at a time when librar-
ies in general were be-
coming places that were 
more than just a place to 
“check out books.” 

 “It was a challenging 
and exciting time and 
well worth it.” Hyde said. 
“There was no elevator 
in the building yet, and 
heavy things, such as ta-
bles and chairs, plus the 
entire inventory of books-
by-mail, had to be moved 
from the basement to the 
third floor.”

This was no small feat, 
but high school football 
players were recruited to 
help staff with the heavy 
lifting and were rewarded 
with pizza and music af-
terward.

Olson was front and 
center for the renovation 
that took nine months to 
complete, insisting that 
some of the aesthetic 
features of the building 
remained. That included 
the original woodwork 
and signage that was still 
in place, as well as the 
fireman’s pole that found 
a home in the lobby.

In the early 1990’s 
another, less stressful 
change took place when 
the library transitioned 
from the card catalogs 
to an automated system. 
This streamlined many 
library activities by hav-
ing an online system that 
provided easier access 
for patrons and library 
staff for using interlibrary 
loan and other services. 
Small town libraries 
have neither the space 
nor the budget to house 
an enormous collection, 
but being part of a large 
consortium expands the 
capability of obtaining a 
variety of books and other 
materials, she said.

With all that advance-
ment, Hyde said she is 
also happy that the ease 

of automation did not re-
move the “people aspect” 
from the library.

“My most important 
mission is that the library 
is welcoming, safe and 
comfortable for everyone 
and it is my hope that it 
will always stay that way,” 
Hyde said.

Park Falls Public Li-
brary prides itself on 
the personal touch, she 
said. When patrons or-
der materials from oth-
er libraries they receive 
a call, not an automated 
or robo-call, but an hon-
est to goodness person to 
tell them what they’ve re-
quested has arrived.

Hyde was named li-
brary director when Ol-
son retired in 2016. She 
immersed herself in the 
position.

“I applaud our city for 
backing our library, for 
seeing how important it is 
to our community and its 
citizens,” Hyde said. “The 
city and the community 
will keep challenging me 
and that’s good. My job 
will never become stag-
nant.”

The latest challenge 
was to plan for the return 
of the city offices after the 
former space was made 
available to become the 
Flambeau River YMCA. 
The move was completed 
in June after the library 
vacated the former city of-
fices and worked around 
several months of renova-
tions.

“The second renovation 
went quicker than the 
first,” Hyde said. 

It was a big adjustment, 
however, some of those 
changes were necessary 
and expedient, and the 
end results are positive, 
she said. The library staff 
and patrons were patient 
all through the construc-
tion. Adult Services li-
brarian Judy Kraetke con-
tributed to the effort by 
suggesting a second level 
be added in the open air 
lobby.

“Judy is a practical per-
son,” Hyde said. “It was 
her idea to add the mez-
zanine reading area that 
overlooks the lobby, as 
well as my office, which 
is located adjacent to that 
area, in what could have 
been wasted space.”

Other construction re-
located offices and meet-
ing rooms where there 
was elevator access.

are also separate truck 
and van classes for origi-
nal and modified.

Another popular cat-
egory is the special in-
terest class, Griesel said. 
This is for tractors, fire 
trucks, military vehicles 
and anything else that 
doesn’t fit in the other 
categories. 

“Vintage campers are 
getting to be pretty popu-
lar,” he said. “These little 
campers that people will 
fix up and are really nice.”

The participants are 
the judges. They vote on 
all the classes but their 
own. There are also best 
of show and people’s 
choice honors for the 
spectators to vote.

“They can vote for their 
favorite vehicle,” he said. 
“We’ve got a big trophy 
for that.”

Other honors include 
the best four-door award 
and the longest distance 
traveled award. 

Each award is spon-
sored by an area busi-
ness, he said. The club 
members don’t put their 
own vehicles in the show 
but some are there just 
for display.

Another reason the 
show is popular with par-

ticipants is Flambeau-Ra-
ma. The club provides a 
shuttle for participants to 
the festival grounds and 
the Lions Club provides 
breakfast and lunch. The 
participants bond and 
there is a great camara-
derie, he said. 

“I know I’ve gotten to 
know quite a few people 
through the years and a 
lot of them keep coming 
back to our show and we 
go to their shows as well,” 
Griesel said. 

back and share that ex-
perience with the com-
munity I grew up in as 
well as my family will be 
nothing short of surreal 
for me. I can’t wait for us 
to share our talents with 
Park Falls!”

Schmidt, a self-taught 
bass player,  has played in 
the LaCrosse area since 
2007, with the Whistle-
jacks and Conscious Lim-
it and a founding mem-
ber of Moniker, while 
producing solo albums 
in the electronic music 
genre.

SATURDAY, Aug. 3
 

SMALL TOWN FAMOUS 
will perform from 5 to 8 
p.m. in the main tent. 

Small Town Famous is 
a rock, country and pop 
cover band from Mora, 
Minnesota, who are no 
strangers to the area. Pe-
ter Larsen is the guitarist 
and vocalist, Mike Faurie 
is on bass and vocals, and 
Park Falls native Nick 
Hoffman plays drums.

Larsen said the band 
played the Fireman’s 

Stand at the 2023 Flam-
beau-Rama and thought 
it was a blast. The atmo-
sphere was great and it 
was obvious how big this 
event is for the town.

“Being from park falls, 
Nick was our tour guide 
of all the happenings of 
the weekend,” Larsen 
said. “We are excited to 
be back and playing on 
the main stage this year 
to add to the fun.”

Hoffman said he has 
great Flambeau-Ramas 
memories growing up, 
from the fireman’s stand 
burgers, to watching his 
kids on carnival rides, 
and beer at the Park Falls 
Lions Club stand. He has 
played or watched the 
softball tournaments and 
enjoys catching up with 
friends and family.

“Flambeau-Rama is an 
experience I look forward 
to every summer and 
live music has cemented 
most of those memories,” 
Hoffman said. “A ton of 
great bands have made 
so many people enjoy 
the Flambeau Rama ex-
perience over the years 
and we’re honored Small 
Town Famous gets to add 
to the fun.”

SONIC CIRCUS will 
perform from 8:30 to 

midnight in the main 
tent. 

Sonic Circus is an Ap-
pleton based band with 
Scotty Schroeder on 
drums, Jeremy Martens 
on guitar, Rico Jaeger do-
ing vocals, and Bradford 
Putrus on bass. Sonic 
Circus won the Wiscon-
sin Area Music Industry 
award for Best Cover 
Band three times out of 
four nominations. 

Jaeger said the band is 
very honored and excited 
to play Flambeau-Rama. 
The Park Falls area is gor-
geous and packed with 
fun and friendly people.

“We all played in bands 
in the past that fre-
quented the Park Falls 
and Butternut area with 
countless gigs at Gruner-
wald’s and Idle Wild Re-
sort,” Jaeger said. “We’re 
looking very forward 
to ‘coming home’ to the 
ol’ stomping grounds to 
Rock-the- Rama!”

SUNDAY, Aug. 4
ROBBIE VEE
Neo-Rockabilly icon 

Robbie Vee returns to 
Flambeau-Rama as the 
sole performer on Sun-
day. The second gener-
ation Rockabilly Hall of 

Fame member, as was his 
father, Robby Vee, he has 
earned the title “Prince 
Of Twang.”

Vee bridges genera-
tions with his music and 
the stories from the roots 
of rock ‘n’ roll and con-
temporary with a person-
ality that captivates audi-
ences. Over the years Vee 
has performed on stage 
with some of the big-
gest names in rock and 
roll - earning high praise 
from the biggest of icons, 
from Sir Paul McCartney 
(“These guys could play 
on any stage”), to Robert 
Plant (“Great Band, Great 
show”).

Vee said the band loves 
Park Falls and Flam-
beau-Rama.

“We have built up our 
Sunday crowd over the 
years with familiar fac-
es — a crowd of rockers 
that love to dance and 
celebrate the golden era 
of rock n roll with us,” 
Vee said. “It’s a day of 
rock n roll revival with lo-
cals and those that travel 
from all around for the 
show, we are proud to say 
we have been a part of 
Flambeau-Rama Festival 
for many years now. We 
always look forward to it.”
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Benjamin Fox stands by his Ford Model A during the Northwoods Classics Car Club show 
on Aug. 6, 2022.


